
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Newsletter Autumn 2009 

Celebrate World Environment Day  
at the Noosa Festival of Water - Sunday 7th June 2009 
The 2009 Noosa Festival of Water kicks off at 10 am at the Lake Macdonald 
Amphitheatre and Noosa Botanic Gardens, offering a range of attractions and 
ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ŀƎŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ŀ 
Sunday than sitting at the Greek style amphitheatre enjoying top quality 
entertainment with Lake Macdonald as the backdrop.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΩǎ ŦƛŦǘƘ ȅŜŀǊ ǎƘƻǿŎŀǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ŀƪŜ ŀƴŘ DŀǊŘŜƴǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ 
our need to protect and conserve our natural assets. This year the Festival also 
aims to help Noosa Biosphere residents better understand the relationship 
between humans and the Biosphere.  

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƳǳǎƛŎŀƭ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ƳǇƘƛǘƘŜŀǘǊŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŦŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜǎ ǘƘŜ 
Famous Jimmies, the Noosa Concert Band, Pomona A Capella Choir and the Lake 
Mac Pipers.  The Amphitheatre will also feature a presentation from Martin 
Fingland of Geckoes Wildlife, with a selection of his native species, usually 
including a very large carpet snake! Geckoes Wildlife will also have a display of 
live native creatures at the Festival, many of which are native to our Biosphere.  

Free boat tours to the Noosa Hatchery and Water Treatment plant are again on 
offer, as is free canoeing instruction from Queensland Canoeing, and the Take a 
Kid Fishing clinic wƛǘƘ .ǳǎƘ ΨƴΩ .ŜŀŎƘ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘΣ 5ŀǾŜ ²ƘŜƭŀƴΦ  

9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ bƻƻǎŀ [ŀƴŘŎŀǊŜ ǿƘƻΩƭƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘǿƻ ŦǊŜŜ ǘǊŜŜǎ ǘƻ 
Biosphere residents with a current rate notice, the Mary River Catchment 
Committee, who are offering a free basic water testing service to residents who 
ōǊƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎǊŜŜƪΣ ŘŀƳ ƻǊ ōƻǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ bƻƻǎŀ tŀǊƪǎ ǿƘƻΩƭƭ ōŜ 
ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ά²Ƙŀǘ .ƛǊŘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΚέ 

Kids can enjoy free face painting and create their own artworks in the Arting 
About marquee with Lyn McCrea and her team, where a large mural of the Lake 
will be replenished with wildlife.   

A range of refreshments and wine tasting will be available or bring a picnic lunch 
and enjoy one of many tranquil sites in the Botanic Gardens.  Both the Gardens 
and the Amphitheatre are wheelchair accessible. 

Pick up a free copy of the Festival Program on the day for full details of all the 
activities and displays on offer this year. 

The 2009 Noosa Festival of Water is supported by Sunshine Coast Regional 
Council, the Burnett Mary Regional Group, Seqwater, Noosa & District Landcare 
and the Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee.  We look forward to 
seeing you there! 

For more information, email lakemacgroup@ozwide.net.au  

or phone 07 5482 4766 
 

 

 

 

mailto:lakemacgroup@ozwide.net.au


2 | Lake Macdonald Catchment Care newsletter, Autumn 2009 
 

Name a Noosa Trail and win a weekend away! 
Council is asking for your help! Two new tracks are planned for 
the Noosa Trail Network and they need a name.   

The Noosa Trail Network is a series of bushland tracks and trails 
linking Pomona, Kin Kin, Cooran and Lake Macdonald with a 
circuit around Cudgerie estate.  The Noosa Trail Network enables mountain bike riders, horse riders and bush walkers 
to enjoy the spectacular Noosa hinterland on trails that are well signposted, with picnic shelters, water tanks, 
interpretive signs and scenic lookouts.  

Sunshine Coast Regional Council is extending the six track network, adding two new tracks which will be opened later 
this yearτbut first, council needs to name:  

 The Pomona to Cooroy track which runs from the Noosa Showgrounds at Pomona through Yurol State Forest 
to Cooroy; 

 The Pomona to Lake MacDonald track which runs from the Noosa Showgrounds at Pomona across Yurol Forest 
Drive to Lake Macdonald. 

Council is looking for names that represent the essence of each track. You can draw inspiration from anywhereτthe 
trees, wildlife, icons or history of the area.   

Simply send your suggested trail name and the track you are 
naming with your name, address and phone number to 
noosatrail@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au. A winner will be selected 
for each track. 

You could win one of two great prizesτǘǿƻ ƴƛƎƘǘΩǎ 
accommodation at either the Kin Kin Haven B&B, Kin Kin, or the 
Inn the Foothills B&B, Pomona.  

Competition closes Wednesday, 27 May 2009. The winners will 
be announced at the Noosa Festival of Water, Sunday 7 June 
2009.  For more information, visit 
www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au. 

 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll  

TravelSmart to the Festival of Water! 

TravelSmart Sunshine Coast, (facilitated by Sunshine Coast Regional 
Council) encourages the use of sustainable and environmentally 
friendly transport including the promotion of walking, cycling, 
carpooling and public transport as alternatives to driving your car.  
This means improved health and fitness, safer communities and 
streets, reduced greenhouse gas emissions and of course less traffic 
congestion! 

TravelSmart to the Noosa Festival of Water and win TravelSmart prizes! 

Your TravelSmart options: 

1. Catch the 631 Sunbus Noosa to Cooroy (departs Hastings St at 10.35am, visit www.translink.com.au to confirm 
what time this bus collects along this route) and jump on the free shuttle bus at Cooroy to Lake McDonald to 
Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŦŜǎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ  ! ŦǊŜŜ ǎƘǳǘǘƭŜ ǿƛƭƭ Ǌǳƴ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ bƻƻǎŀ IŜŀŘǎ ŀǘ нΦлл pm from the festival 

2. For those keen cyclists, ride your mountain bike to the hatchery ŀƴŘ ŎŀǘŎƘ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŦŜǎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ 

Keep your bus ticket (bus travellers) or collect and bring your voucher from the hatchery volunteer (mountain bikers) 
to the TravelSmart display at the Festival to collect your TravelSmart Prize!  For more information on how you can be 
TravelSmart (even one day a week ς it all counts!) visit www.travelsmartnoosa.com.au or email us at 
travelsmart@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au  

 

 

 

mailto:noosatrail@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au
http://www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/
http://www.translink.com.au/
http://www.travelsmartnoosa.com.au/
mailto:travelsmart@sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au
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Cooroy Lower Mill site 
The Mary River Catchment Coordinating Committee όaw///ύ ƛǎ ƳŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ ά.ŜǘǘŜǊ /ŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
.ǳǊƴŜǘǘ aŀǊȅ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ DǊƻǳǇ ό.awDύ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎ /ŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅ tǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ  {ƛȄ aƛƭŜ 
Creek subcatchment is one of a number of high priority areas targeted for rehabilitation works, aimed at improving 
water quality and biodiversity.  

The rehabilitation of the Lower Mill site in Cooroy is one of the outstanding Better Catchment projects.  The Lower Mill 
site is part of a new precinct at the end of the main street of Cooroy, which incorporates a new art gallery, new town 
library and a recreational park area which Cooroy Creek flows through.  Sunshine Coast Regional Council is 
endeavouring to rehabilitate the riparian vegetation and habitat along this section of the Creek.  The former Noosa 
Shire Council and Noosa and District Landcare have been undertaking creek bank rehabilitation projects upstream of 
this site for many years with excellent results, especially with removal of Camphor laurel.  The recent works at the 
Lower Mill site consolidate and extend on the previous ecological restoration work undertaken upstream.   

This Better Catchments rehabilitation project involves planting local native species to create a buffer between areas of 
public access and the sensitive creek side environment.  The revegetation project will increase plant diversity and 
streamside fauna habitat along Cooroy Creek, improve water quality and provide a physical barrier for street litter. 
Better Catchments funding and support from Council and landcare will result in a public community precinct with a 
healthy environmental component.  A community tree plant was undertaken on the site on the 21st February.  Around 
60 volunteers attended, assisting to plant 400 trees.   

The council plans to continue the rehabilitation of Cooroy Creek downstream of the Lower Mill site, further 
contributing to this project.  The project will serve as an important promotional tool for natural resource management 
in Cooroy. 
Landholders interested in creek bank rehabilitation projects in the Lake Macdonald sub-catchment can register their 
interest with Dale Watson at the MRCCC on 07 5482 4766 or email mrccc@ozwide.net.au.  Rural landholders may also 
be eligible for assistance with on-ground projects through the Sunshine Coast CouncilΩǎ 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ DǊŀƴǘǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ.  
For full details, visit CouncilΩǎ website at http://www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/sitePage.cfm?code=grants-program 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll  

What lurks in Lake Macdonald? 
Year 12 Biology students studying ecology have been looking at 
the impact of weeds on our local area.  A recent day of 
workshops hosted by Noosa & District Landcare, Waterwatch 
and the Sunshine Coast Regional Council provided a glimpse 
into the knowledge and practical expertise needed to combat 
these invaders. 

Phil Moran, a local icon of Landcare, entertained and informed 
the group with a comprehensive review of weed species, the 
problems they cause and the solutions being trialled.  At Lake 
Macdonald, students were introduced to the pest that lurks in 
Lake Macdonald- ƻƴŜ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΩǎ ǿƻǊǎǘ ǿŜŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎΣ 
Cabomba, which came to this country from South America as 
an aquarium plant. Phil shared highlights of his particular battle with this weed. 

Through water quality testing with Don and Nadia, a tour of the Gerry Cook Fish Hatchery with Vince and a 
demonstration of the Cabomba harvester by Ross [SEQ Water], students learned how widely the invasion of Cabomba 
ƛǎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ [ŀƪŜ aŀŎŘƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ ŜŎƻǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƛǘǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ to other waterways. 

The Sunshine Coast Regional Council generously provided a BBQ lunch lakeside. This allowed students the chance to 
chat informally with the presenters from the workshops.  

For more information on aquatic weeds contact Phil at Noosa Landcare on 07 5485 2468, or visit the Noosa Landcare 
display at the Noosa Festival of Water. 

Noosa High School students view the operation of 
the mechanical harvester on Lake Macdonald 

mailto:mrccc@ozwide.net.au
http://www.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/sitePage.cfm?code=grants-program
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Camphor laurels in the Catchment  
{ǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ /ƻŀǎǘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ DŜƻŦŦ .ƭŀŎƪ explains 

There is always animated discussion at meetings of the Lake Macdonald Catchment Care 
group about weeds in the lake and catchment. At the meeting in April, concern was 
expressed about the invasive nature of camphor laurel (Cinnamomum camphora) and the 
effort and cost to landholders of removing and preventing the spread of this pest. 

Camphor laurel is now a widespread tree in the wet coastal areas of SEQ and northern 
NSW. A huge effort has been applied and continues to be applied to manage this pest in 
a cost effective way. In this brief article I am going to focus on methods that landholders 
can use to manage camphor laurel on their properties. 

Why worry? 

The problem with camphor laurel is that it is so suited to our climate that it grows very 
fast, and being an exotic tree, (native of China, Korea, Japan, parts of Vietnam), it does not become a balanced species 
in our diverse forests. It has few natural controls and grows to dominate and displace native plants to the point where 
the forest can become almost completely camphor laurel.  This has a huge impact on the diversity of plants and 
animals that inhabit the area. 

The process has a self-perpetuating mechanism by which animals that are adapted to feeding on camphor laurel fruit 
such as fruit eating pigeons, crows and fig birds spread the trees more widely because they are forced in the absence 
of other food to eat the camphor berries. 

The spread of camphor along fence lines and into pastures also has a cost to landholders as it reduces grazing land and 
ruins fences and other structures. 

What to do 

Camphor laurels are not difficult to kill if the correct application of herbicide is used. 

Where there is a lot of camphor and the trees are old and large it can be a labour intensive task initially, though once 
the large mature trees are killed and the nearby seed source is removed, continual removal of seedlings and saplings 
becomes easier in subsequent years. 

Autumn is the best time to kill camphor laurel trees using herbicide introduced into the trunk of the tree. 

The simplest and most cost effective way to kill large trees is to frill them ( ie make horizontal cuts angled downwards 
around the trunk into the cambium layer leaving an uncut section 50mm wide between the cuts) with an axe or 
chainsaw. Apply herbicide and leave the tree standing to die. Use this method only with herbicides registered for the 
use, according to directions on the label and in a place where injury cannot happen to people when branches of the 
tree eventually start to fall.  

Small saplings or seedlings can be pulled out when the ground is soft or grubbed out with a mattock. Larger saplings 
can be cut as close to the ground as possible and the cut surface immediately painted or sprayed with glyphosate 360 
mixed 1:1 with water.  This method can also be used to treat any suckers that sprout from the roots or the base of the 
trunks of large trees in the season after the initial treatment. 

It is not recommended that camphor laurel trees along creek banks be pulled or dozed out of the ground with 
machinery as this can leave the stream banks subject to erosion. If trees are killed in place and the roots left 
undisturbed, desirable plants, creek fauna and the stream ecology have time to adapt as the light levels at the ground 
increase as the leaves fall and the toxicity from the camphor oil reduces.  

An essential accompanying step when camphor laurels along stream banks are removed by any method is to ensure 
that suitable native seedlings are replanted or if they are already present, are encouraged to grow by fencing stock out 
and controlling the growth of grass and weeds until they form a shade canopy. This can be a demanding task in the 
first two to three years but will create a healthy and beautiful creek in the long term. 

More information 

There is a large amount of information available on how to manage camphor laurel.  Try these web sites: 
www.northcoastweeds.org.au or www.dpi.qld.gov.au, talk to your local Council weeds officer on 07 5485 1833 or 
Noosa & District Landcare on 07 5485 2468.  

 

Geoff Black is based at 
/ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ tƻƳƻƴŀ 5ŜǇƻǘ 

http://www.northcoastweeds.org.au/
http://www.dpi.qld.gov.au/
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Seqwater - Water for Life 
Seqwater is responsible for the catchment, 
storage and treatment of bulk water as part of 
the South East Queensland Water Grid.    

We are committed to building upon our 
expertise and knowledge in the areas of water 
treatment, biodiversity, water quality 
monitoring, improved land management 
practices, responsible water use, co-operative 
relationships with land managers and other 
stakeholders.   

We own and operate 25 dam storages including 
Lake MacDonald and Baroon Pocket Dam on the 
Sunshine Coast; Wivenhoe, Somerset and North 
Pine Dams, and Hinze Dam on the Gold Coast, as 
well as 46 water treatment plants and a range of 
related facilities and equipment.   

Looking forward our aim is very simple ς the long-ǘŜǊƳ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘ-based 
ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΦ  Ψ²ŀǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ [ƛŦŜΩ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊ ǎŜŎǳǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ōƻǘƘ ƴƻǿ 
and into the future.  
²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ bƻƻǎŀ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ²ŀǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 
For more information visit: www.seqwater.com.au or call into the Seqwater display at the Festival.  

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll  

Paddle Trail Blazing at the 
Noosa Festival of Water 
Queensland Canoeing Inc. is the state 
body responsible for the management, 
coordination, development and 
promotion of Canoeing in Queensland. 

Two qualified instructors will be at this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ bƻƻǎŀ CŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ²ŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ give 
you a taste of the beauty of Lake 
Macdonald and the Paddle Trail. 

Try kayaking on one of eight 
supervised trips. Each trip is approx. 30 
minutes with an instructor.   

All equipment will be supplied. 
Children must be accompanied by 
adults. Please bring sun screen, hat, 
sunnies, shoes or thongs, shirt or rash 
shirt, wet weather gear if appropriate.  

A land based briefing and skills drill will be given prior to each session. 

At the Festival, Qld Canoeing will operate from the lakeside area below the big marquees.  Trips will operate on an as 
needs basis. 

Or bring your own kayak or canoe for an explorational paddle on the lake at anytime during the Festival following the 
canoe trail. Enter the Lake from the jetty at Mary River Cod Park (adjacent to fish hatchery), Collwood Drive, Lake 
Macdonald.   

 

 

http://www.seqwater.com.au/

